Y10&11: Critical study questions
(D grade questions)

What is the name of the artist?

The name of the artist is........................................

What is the name of the piece of art?
The name of the piece of work is...................................

When was the artwork made?

The art work was made in..............................

What formal elements does the artist use in his/her work? (Pattern, colour, form, tone, texture, shape, space, line)
The formal elements that...............  focus on in his/her work are..................... …………
(C grade questions)
What is the main subject of the art work? ( What is shown in the art work?)
The main subject or focus of the art work is...............................................

In DETAIL, describe the main subject in the piece (discuss, sizes of objects and their relationship with each other 
In the piece the viewer is able to see............................................
 Explain whether the artwork is realistic or unrealistic or abstract. why? 

The artwork looks realistic/unrealistic because.....................

What colours has the artist used in the artwork?

The colours that........... has used are............

How would you describe the colours? (warm, cool, harmonious, complementary, contrasting, vivid, pale, saturated, weak)
I would describe the colours as .............................................

How do the colours in the art work the mood of the piece (what mood does the piece of work have?)
The mood of the art work in my opinion is.........................The colours in the art work give a feeling of .........................................because..........
What area or areas of the artwork do your eyes first catch? Why?

The focal point of the art work is ...........I can tell it is the focus of the art work because........ ..................................... The next thing I notice is...................................this is because....................................................................................................
What materials (media and tools) did the artist use to make the artwork?

To create the art work................ used.....................................................

What technique did the artist use to make the artwork?

The techniques that ......... used are................................................................
(Grade B and A questions) This requires some independent research about the artist and when the work was made

What key events may have influenced the artist and their work? E.g.- War, their cultural/religious identity, family tragedy, parental influence, environmental change, historical events)
The artist may have been influenced by ..........................this can be seen in the work through the 
a) colour and mood of the piece

b) subject matter and what  the piece of art is depicting

c) emotion shown in the art work
After finding out about what has influenced the artist; how has your feeling/opinion of the work been affected?

My knowing that the artist was influenced by .................It has made me feel................toward the piece because.............................
Do you like the artwork?

· If yes why?

· If no why not?

I do/do not like the art work because...............................................

Why do you think the artist work is suitable for your project theme?
I think .........’s work suits the theme (write in project name here) because..........
How will the artist work influence/inspire/help you develop your own ideas for the project theme?    

The work of ..............will influence/inspire/help me to develop my own ideas because I will use .........
· Similar tones in my own work

· Similar subject matter in my final piece

· Similar  smooth, flat surface to my work 
· Similar variety of textures and mark making
· The same media  and techniques  

· The same mood and atmosphere 
· Similar dramatic focal point

· Similar composition and scale of objects

· Similar realistic OR abstract style
· Your own ideas /reasons (grade A and B )
AO1: Critical understanding:


Evaluate ideas


Analyse image and language 


Agree or disagree with argument/idea, theme/issue raise in the art work


Respond to ideas/issues raised in art work.


Demonstrate an understanding of the context ‘situation’ in which the art is made (i.e. What was happening in at the time it was made, history,  events, war, environmental issues, identity etc)


Develop your own thinking based on what you have learnt through analysis











