	Media/
technique
	formal elements
	Useful describing words
	PROS
	CONS

	Pencil
	line, tone, texture, form, shape
	soft,  fine,  tonal
	· Good for adding fine details 
· Good for shadows and light.
· Good for showing contrast.
	· Can be time consuming. 

· Care needed not to smudge when using a soft ‘B’ pencil.

	Graphite stick
	line tone texture, from
	bold, strong, tonal, graphic, 
	· Strong visual impact.

· Good for dark , intense areas 
· Good for showing a variety of textures
	· Smudges easily
·  not so effective for detailed areas

	Conte crayon
	texture, form
	soft, misty, delicate, diffused, subtle, expressive, atmospheric
	· Easier to control than chalk pastel

· Can create hard edges lines and soft, diffused lines
· Shows a variety of tone effectively

	· Smudges easily


	Chalk pastel
	colour, texture, form
	soft , diffused, fuzzy, hazy, subtle, expressive, atmospheric
	· Good for creating a calm mood ,
· Easy to mix colours 
	· Smudges easily 
· Can me messy to use

· Relatively difficult to control

	Oil pastel
	colour, tone
	bold, intense, strong,  expressive
	· Easy to mix 
· covers large areas well

· strong visual impact

· can be refined and improved with white spirit
	· Smudges easily
· Must be applied in thin layers

· Can look ‘muddy’ if applied too thickly

	Colouring pencil
	line, tone, colour, texture, shape
	delicate, light, fine OR bold, sharp, intense
	· Good for adding fine details or showing a variety of textures
· Easy to mix

· Can define edges 

· Can have a soft or strong effect depending on pressure applied
	· Takes time to cover large areas


	Acrylic paint
	colour, form, texture, tone
	strong, intense, bold, vivid, lively, 
OR 

soft, delicate, subtle, 
	· Good visual impact
· If used well can represent objects very realistically

· Good for showing colour blending and tone

· 
	· At least two layers needed for good visual impact
· 

	Water colour paint
	c
tone, colour, texture
	delicate, soft, diffused, watery, translucent, fine, diluted, sophisticated, subtle, smooth
	· Delicate and fine visual impact,
· Sophisticated look if applied correctly 

· 
	· Surface of paper can be damaged easily if too much water or pressure is applied repeatedly

	Printing
	line, pattern, shape, shape
	bold, graphic, sharp, illustrative, decorative, striking, flat
	· Good for creating Repeat pattern
· work can be produced quickly when printing block has been made

· Can experiment with different Coloured inks and pattern combinations relatively easily
	· Time needed to create the Printing block (lino)
· Poly block has a shorter life span than lino

· more difficult to achieve fine details

· Can smudge easily 

	Modroc
	form, shape, texture
	relief, textural, bold, outstanding, , sculptural, 
	· Strong visual impact
	· Practise needed to get good results
· Takes time to dry

	Silk painting
	line, tone, colour, pattern, shape
	opulent, soft, delicate, luxurious feel, translucent, subtle, decorative
	· Opulent look
· Sophisticated visual impact
good for representing light, delicate objects

decorative qualities

effective for showing pattern 
	· Time needed for guttering to dry

· Care needed when applying guttering.

· dyes more difficult to control the colour blending/mixing 


	Batik
	line, colour, texture, pattern, shape
	bold, intense, striking, vivid,  
	· Good visual impact,
· Can work back into with textile techniques for extra definition of lines and details
	· Applying wax can be difficult to control
· Safety precautions needed 

· Mixing of dyes can be difficult to control

	Appliqué
	colour, line, texture, pattern, shape
	decorative, enhancing, opulent, luxurious, expensive, sophisticated
	· Creates light surface relief 
· Good for showing texture,

· Good for enhancing areas

· visual appeal

· can look opulent and luxurious
	· Can be time consuming
· Various materials needed

	Stitching
	line, texture, pattern, shape
	decorative, enhancing, sophisticated, defining
	· Good for defining edges
· Good for enhancing the look of other media, can look opulent and luxurious
	· Can be time consuming


	Marbling 
	texture, pattern, colour
	 experimental, exciting, decorative, random, 
	· Good for experimentation
· Quick to produce

· Goof for using on collaged backgrounds

· Good for enhancing the look of a drawing added over the top


	· Can be messy
· Can’t be controlled exactly

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


